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he not some great exiled king, that we might give our
lives in trying to restore him to his kingdom ? "

This was exactly the spirit in which his friends did
serve him. It is like the story of some dethroned
monarch, surrounded by adherents who make the
misfortunes of their leader a reason for lavishing on
him the care and devotion which they would hardly
have conceded to him if he had been prosperous and
regnant. This is not the spirit of a coterie, but
something of a much larger and deeper kind, based on
a consciousness of the man's greatness and natural
;                       royalty.

Mr. Gosse, who as a very young man was introduced

**                      into the circle, says that the personal irnpressiveness of

Eossetti can hardly be exaggerated.   The difficulties

'                       in the way of seeing him, the secrecy preserved about

his pictures, so that it was possible to be a frequent

visitor to the house and yet rarely to be allowed to

visit the studio, all enhanced the air of mystery.   But

,,}                       the man himself, short, stout, careless in dress, iin-

; \                       affected in discourse, seemed yet to carry with him

C *                       a certain pontifical greatness, as though he were the

i t                       very high-priest of beauty, and held the key to the

!; ;                       innermost mysteries of art.    " And all this," as Mr.

;                       Gosse wrote, " without a single toxxch of the prophetic

; ,                       manner, the air of such professional seers as Coleridge

[ ;                       or   Carlyle."    This   sense   was   enhanced  and   not

|!                       diminished by the entire absence of aesthetic pretence,

Sl<>                        by Bossetti's simple manners and easy, indifferent

;j                       habits, by the rich, resonant voice, which aroused an

p'i*                         almost physical vibration in his hearers.

Y{                          This personal   dominance was   sustained   by the

ft                       splendid appreciation which he always showed of the
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